
Using Copper for What Ales You
 

A t one tim e or anoth er,  every b eer d rinker encou nters an  u nch aracteristica lly sou r or “sku nky” b eer.  A  
p rim ary cau se of th is is h yd rogen  su lfid e,  wh ich  is a  norm a l b yp rod u ct of th e ferm entation  p rocess.   
 
A ccord ing to a  stu d y cited  in  th e Tech n ica l Q u arterly of th e M aster B rewers A ssociation  of th e A m ericas,  
research ers h ave d eterm ined  th e m ost efficient way of conta in ing th is u nwanted  b yp rod u ct is th rou gh  th e 
u se of cop p er.   
 
To elim inate th e h yd rogen  su lfid e,  a  sm a ll am ou nt of cop p er is introd u ced  to th e ferm enting b eer via  two 
cop p er electrod es.  T h e cop p er in teracts with  th e h yd rogen  su lfid e to form  cop p er su lfid e ,  wh ich  is easily 
rem oved  from  th e fina l ferm ented  p rod u ct.  Tests h ave sh own th at th is p rocess is cap ab le of red u cing th e 
am ou nt of h yd rogen su lfid e to u n d etectab le levels.  S o,  next tim e you  en joy a  cold  one,  cop p er p rob ab ly 
p layed  an  im p ortant role in  d elivering th e wond erfu l taste! Cu 


