
Copper and its many alloys have long played 
an important role in the design and architecture 
of residential and commercial buildings. Today, 
more than 10,000 years after the discovery of the 
“red metal,” new and innovative ways to utilize 
copper, brass and bronze are being employed, 
especially in interiors.

A key aspect of interior design is that it can 
evoke certain emotions in occupants. Copper’s 
warm, organic, natural appearance is said to pro-
mote an atmosphere of tranquility, peace and 
calm. Leatrice Eiseman, executive director of the 
Pantone Color Institute, recently stated, “Copper 
and the varicolored copper alloys invite a nurtur-
ing feeling, and in the stressful times we are living 
in, the need to embody warmth resonates with a 
lot of people.”

Many interior fixtures and decorative items 
like door handles, doorknobs, faucets and furni-
ture embellishments are made from copper and 
brass. Copper countertops, range and fireplace 
hoods, sinks and other accessories are common-
place in many homes. It is not uncommon to find 
beautiful ornamental copper in commercial build-
ings along with accents on elevators, doorways, 
window frames and lighting. Recent technologi-
cal developments have enabled the use of these 
materials in innovative ways. For example, copper 
and brass metal is now woven into textiles used in 
draperies and other furnishings. 

Building occupants, particularly those with 
computer networks and high-end audio or home-
theater setups, use copper-shielded cabling to take 
advantage of the metal’s radio frequency (RF) 
shielding properties. Properly designed and con-
structed copper enclosures can effectively protect 
against RF interference, as well as from unauthor-
ized surveillance. This type of shielding is routine 
for business computer users and electrical switch-
ing operations, along with hospital CAT-scan and 
MRI facilities. 

Another benefit for architect and design-
ers is copper’s inherent antimicrobial properties. 
Research at the University of Southampton in 
England has shown that uncoated copper, brass 
and bronze can eliminate many common disease-
causing bacteria and viruses, including some of the 
most deadly and antibiotic-resistant strains.

 The potential for copper-based antimicrobial 
products is enormous. Hospitals, day-care centers, 
food-processing operations and public facilities 
are just a few of the places where uncoated copper 
alloy surfaces may soon become standard. Copper 
may soon play a critical role in the trend towards 
“healthy homes” that feature allergy control prod-
ucts and environmentally safe building materials. 

The bold, natural colors and varied hues of 
copper, brass and bronze add style and flare to 
beautifully decorated homes, businesses and com-
mercial structures. Professionals can always count 
on the many benefits of copper when it comes to 
designing their next great project. HP

Accessories like this copper fireplace hood enhance many  
of today’s homes.
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